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Welcome to our second edition of the library

newsletter!

I hope that you all enjoyed the previous edition and

are looking forward to this one.

Spring is firmly in place now as the trees are

blooming, daffodils are sprouting and mornings

grow brighter. The chill in the air is lifting and the

warm spring showers are falling. It is perfect

weather to find a nice tree, sit down with a book

and relax while absorbing the world around us.

In this issue we will look at some creative spring

activities, reading and upcoming events. On page 4,

Ms. McNeice chatted to us about what she is

reading and her favorite books.

As always, if you would like to have any work

included or submit anything to the library

newsletter, please email library@clunykilliney.ie. 

Welcome to
the Library
Newsletter
Written and Edited by 

Ms Teresa Curtin,

School Librarian



Ireland Reads
The national "Squeeze in a Read"
event took place on Thursday 25
February 2021.

As part of the governments 'Keep Well' campaign,

Ireland Reads invited people around the country to

pledge time to read a book of their choice for any

amount of time. Reading and doing activities we

enjoy can positively impact our mental health and

wellbeing.

On Thursday the 25th, we invited all students and

teachers to participate in this event. Students and

teachers took 10 minutes out of class to take a

break from the screen and read a book of their

choice.

Photos of book covers were sent to the library to

create a collage. The full collage can be seen on

social media. We have included a snapshot of the

books on the right hand side.

We would like to thank everyone for taking part in

this imitative.

 

I hope that you plan to continue reading to relax

and explore the literary world. By taking even 10

minutes a day to read, you can find numerous

benefits. Whether you read in the morning before

class, at lunchtime, in the evening or before bed -

reading is a worthwhile pursuit which encourages

relaxation and may positively impact your overall

wellbeing.

If you are ever looking for a suggestion or want to

check the library catalogue, visit our Goodreads or

contact email library@clunykilliney.ie. 

On Thursday the
25th we read...



World Book Day
Thursday 04 March 2021

It was World Book Day on Thursday the 4th of March. 

We invited students to take some time for creative

writing on the day on the theme 'the power of reading'.

Sixth years received their national book tokens at

assembly. Among this years selected World Book Day

titles were Derek Landy's bestselling series 'Skulduggery

Pleasant Apocalypse Kings" and Holly Jackson's "Kill

Joy".

Third year students took part in a Kahoot on the theme

of 'Children's Books'. Well done to the winners Jess,

Anna and Caoilfhionn!

Remember - your book tokens are valid until the 28th of

March so if you haven't used them yet, there is still time. 

International
Women's Day
Monday 08 March 2021

It was the UN International Women's Day on Monday

the 8th of March 2021. This years theme was

#ChooseToChallenge.

All around the world, people celebrated and

highlighted the importance of working together in an

equitable, inclusive and sustainable manner. 

Ms O'Ríordan's transition year business students created

fantastic projects entitled 'Women in Business'.

Students selected an individual and researched their

backgrounds and successes. 

EPIC Ireland have a wonderful selection of historical

accounts and media on female activisits, athletes,

inventors and more available on their website. If you

would like to explore their online exhibit, please click

here. 

Recommended
Reading...

Classic
Great Expectations

Charles Dickens
 

Adventure
Treasure Island

Robert Louis
Stevenson

Mystery
One of Us 

is Lying
Karen McManus

 

Non-Fiction
A Street Cat Named

Bob
James Bowen

 
 

Historic
The Boy in the

Striped Pajamas
John Boyne

 
 

Teenage Fiction
Court of Thorns

and Roses
Sarah Maas

https://epicchq.com/whats-on/international-womens-day/


Book Talks
Ms. McNeice talks about what her favorite books and what reading
means to her.

I'd like to thank Ms. McNeice for participating! It is great to get suggestions on what to read and see

what others are reading!

What are you reading right now?
Ready Player One by Ernest Cline.

 

How did you get into reading?
It’s honestly hard to remember a time I wasn’t reading! My mom would read my sister and I stories,

then I used to read ahead in schoolbooks in primary school, so it wasn’t long before I started to pick up

books to blaze through myself. The school library fed my budding love of reading too – we only got to

visit once a week, so that was incentive enough to get through books as quickly as possible so I could

grab a new one the next week. And that was that!

 

What was your favourite book as a teenager?
Sabriel by Garth Nix.

Why was this your favourite book as a teenager?
It was one of the first books I that featured a strong female protagonist, which at the time was a huge

deal for me. Not only this, but she was a strong female character whose gender was not the defining

part of her story, while still being part of her. I also love books that mix reality and magic, which Sabriel

does in such a unique and creative way.

Is this still your favourite book? 
It’s definitely still one of my favourite books. 

 

If so, or if it has changed, why has it changed or why is it still your favourite?
My grandma got me Sabriel for Christmas one year, so it holds a special place in my heart. I’m always

able to revisit it and just get transported right back into the magic and adventure. It’s technically part

of a series, but it’s also a great standalone novel, so whether I want to revisit just one book or the full

series it’s the perfect pick.

 

Who is your favourite author and why? 
Oh, this is a hard question… I often find that loving a book doesn’t guarantee I’ll love the author’s other

works. (Garth Nix is a solid example, I genuinely dislike a few of his other books.) I love the immortally

witty Oscar Wilde - Picture of Dorian Grey is one of my all-time favourites, and Wilde had such a

command of both comedy and drama!

 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? And why?
As much as I’ve definitely defaulted to TV over the pandemic, I’d still have to say books. There’s just

something so personal about books – the way you imagine books is always going to be different to how

someone else imagines it, so your experience of a book is unique to you. But it’s also so fun to share

your experience with someone else to see how they view it, what they think, what you’re equally

excited about - books can be both solitary and social.

When a film or TV adaptation of a book is made, are you a book is better than the movie
kind of person? 
Most of the time, yes. Some movies do improve on the books though, so there are rare exceptions! Book

is better: Artemis Fowl. Movie is better: Hunger Games.

 

What is the first word that comes to mind when you think about books or reading?
Cosy!



Library Resources
Did you know that on the library

website, we have guides and lists of

resources to help you study, revise and

learn?

We know searching for information online can be

difficult. 

How do you know what is reliable and current?

Where do you start to look? What is the difference

between website sources? 

We hope that our lists of resources and guides can

help students in this.

We have created subject listings for each exam

subject for the junior and leaving certificate

examinations. 

We are currently reviewing our study guides and

research methods advice. As new versions become

available, these will be uploaded onto the library

website and circulated to students.

New Guide: Revising Languages

Our newest guide is aimed at leaving certificate

students revising for their language exams. We

have put together a series of tips on how to

practice and study for your written, aural and oral

examinations.

Some key tips can be seen in the next column. 

Tip 2: Practice!

One of the best ways to learn a language is

to speak it. Practice speaking your chosen

language to friends or family. 

Why not record yourself speaking and

listen back to it? By hearing others speak

and yourself, you will be able to work on

your fluidity of speech and also find errors

you or others are making. 

By practicing speaking aloud it will help

you memorise it and feel more

comfortable in speaking.

You should also practice aural and written

comprehensions too. If you are looking for

copies of texts to read, why not visit the

library and ask the librarian for language

materials?

Tip 3: Structure your
responses.

To score well, understanding the structure

of answers is essential. This doesn’t just

include understanding the question, but

also how you lay out your responses.

Ensure that your responses are structured

with an introduction, exploration in clear

paragraphs and a conclusion. All points

should be written clearly. Refer to the

question where appropriate and ensure

that your provided information is

applicable and relevant to the question

asked.

Tip 1: Don’t just read and write
in your chosen language,
listen to it too.

A great way to learn is to immerse yourself

in the language. While reading and writing

is essential, by listening to a language you

can get a better understanding of

pronunciation, sentence structure and

more. 

Listening to music or audio books in your

chosen language or perhaps watching a

film or TV show can be a helpful way to

learn.

To view the full guide,
please click here.

http://library.clunykilliney.ie/wp-content/uploads/Tips-for-Revising-Languages.pdf


Looking for
something to
read?
Did you know that your local

library may have resources

available that you can use at

home?

The Dun Laoghaire Rathdown (DLR) library

have a fantastic suite of free online resources

for their members. Have you signed up to

the DLR?

As a member, you can access a wide variety

of reading and learning materials. 

The DLR have BorrowBox. BorrowBox is a

catalogue of ebooks and audiobooks

organised by genre. You can reserve and

borrow ebooks and audiobooks from here.

This service includes new and popular series

you may enjoy such as The Hunger Games,

Enola Holmes and Cassandra Clare's

Shadowhunter series. 

If you would like to try out audiobooks, this

may be a good way to try! You can select

audio books from the top of the screen to

only browse these.

DLR also offer access to OverDrive. On

OverDrive you can download ebooks, mp3

and other file types to listen to and read

your selected title for 21 days.

Newspapers and magazines are also

available in digital version from DLR. 

If you are practicing your languages for

exams or want to learn something new, why

not try their Transparent Learning Online

app. 

If you would like more information or to sign

up for DLR, please ask parent or guardian

permission first. 

Not sure what
to read next?
Have you tried looking for

recommendations on the

following websites?

Goodreads
Search for a book you've read before

to see what other readers have

enjoyed or use the recommendations

feature to search by genre. Other users

have created lists as well that you can

browse.

 

 

Children's Books Ireland
On their website, they have a

recommended reading section where

you might find some ideas.

Easons
On the Easons website, you can

narrow your search by using the

reading list for 12-15 year olds for

suggestions on what to read next. 

Bookfinder (by Book Trust)
This group have a recommendations

system based on age. It holds some

popular and well reviewed titles.

Epic Reads
This website lets you search by theme,

author and genre. This website also

has activities, videos and quizzes.



Online
Screenwriting
Resources
Do you love to write or watch

movies and TV? The BBC have

released a repository of some of

their most popular screenplays

for free on their website!

Ever wondered how your favorite book gets

translated to screen? 

Screenplays offer valuable insights into the

creative process of altering written text into

visual methods. Similar to how plays are

written, screenplays offer mainly dialogue

with some additional details on the layout of

the 'stage' and setting. 

While mostly offering prompts to the actors

and suggesting possible actions, a

screenplay focuses on dialogue.

Writing a screenplay is a creative pursuit

that many enjoy - whether it is a script for a

short film, play or just for fun - it can be a

rewarding and interesting creative process.

If you want to be a
writer, you must do two
things above all others:
read a lot and write a lot.
 - Steven King.

The BBC have created an online collection

of screenplays that are publicly accessible.

These screenplays include BBC original

films and TV shows including Doctor Who

and Merlin. 

Accompanying each are videos, interviews

and behind the scenes resources to help

illustrate the creative and film making

process.

Looking for something new to read or want

to try your hand at writing a screenplay?

Why not have a look at the ones on offer by

the BBC and try from there?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom/scripts/

tv-drama/doctor-who



Upcoming Library
Events and Clubs
What events are happening at the

library this month?

Book Club

Thank you to all who took part at our first book

club meeting! We read Anna Sewell's Black Beauty,

a wonderful story of adventure and perseverance.

Our readers enjoyed this book and were excited to

talk about it with one another.

We looked at the significance of the novel being

written in 1877. Sewell's choice of using a horse as a

narrator as a means to explore the treatment and

life of horses during an era where they were vital to

society led to a powerful commentary. We also

examined the backgrounds of each character and

how this fueled their narrative voices and choices.

For our next book club, we did a 'bring your own

book' club. Members brought what they were

reading at the minute and their favorite books.

From Harry Potter to Murder Most Unladylike, we

discussed why these were our favorite genres and

books. It was great to see what kinds of books you

enjoy reading!

Our next book club will take place on the 30th of

April at 13:00. We will be reading J.R,R Tolkein's

classic introduction to Middle Earth "The Hobbit".

Join Bilbo Baggins, a perfectly ordinary and happy

Hobbit from Hobbiton, as he gets wrapped up in

the adventures of thirteen dwarves and a wizard,

who quest to claim back their homeland from the

grasp of the fearsome dragon Smaug. 

If you are interested in joining the Book Club,

please email library@clunykilliney.ie. 

 

Film Club

We had our first film club meeting on

Friday 12 March. We reviewed Studio

Ghibli's award nominated movie 'Howl's

Moving Castle'.

We have a copy of the novel which inspired

the movie available in the library. If you

would like to borrow it, please let Ms. Curtin

know you would like to read 'Howl's Moving

Castle' by Diana Wynne Jones and it can be

reserved for you.

Our next film club movie is "Harry Potter

and the Philosopher's Stone". We are also

reading the novel to compare and contrast

the two mediums. Join us on Friday 23 April

at 13:00 for this meeting!

Harry Potter is a modern classic fantasy

story following the adventures of Harry and

his friends at Hogwarts school for

witchcraft and wizardry. While a best

selling series, the films have also receieved

acclaim and are beloved around the world.

We are going to compare both to see where

creative differences lie between the two

mediums and why these choices might

have been made. If there is something you

would have rather seen or that they had

covered, now is your chance to discuss it

with others!

We have copies of "Harry Potter and the

Philosopher's Stone" available in the library

if anyone would like to reserve a copy. 

Come visit the library from

the 19th of April to celebrate

our Harry Potter themed

week.



Competitions and
Challenges
A sample of upcoming competitions

and challenges now accepting

applications. 

Reading Challenge 2021

Calling all first, second, third and fourth year

students!

How many books can you read in a year? In this

event, we would like to invite you to read as many

books as you can! There will be a small prize for

reading over 10, 20 and 35 books.

Choose whatever books you'd like and record the

title of each, write a small review and highlight 5

new words you've learned from each one.

Please click here to view the full event poster:

Reading Challenge 2021.

How to Take Part
You can send your book lists, reviews and new

words to library@clunykilliney.ie. Samples of

reviews and words will be included in the library

newsletter!

Not sure what to read next?
Contact Ms Curtin, school librarian, for suggestions

or to check what is available in the school library

catalogue by email: library@clunykilliney.ie.

Guided Reading Challenge

Calling all fifth and sixth years!

We would like to invite you to take part in a

guided reading challenge, similar to the

previously outlined event but with guided or

suggested themes and pieces to read. 

Choose a genre or theme listed from the list

and read a text that corresponds to it. Write a

small review and highlight 5 new words you've

learned from each one.

Click here for the event poster and reading

list.

There will be a small prize for everyone who

reads over 10 texts. 

How to Take Part
You can send your book lists, reviews and new

words to library@clunykilliney.ie. Samples of

reviews and words will be included in the

library newsletter!

Not sure what kind of book fits a genre or
type? Or looking for suggestions?
Contact Ms Curtin, school librarian, for

suggestions or to check what is available in

the school library catalogue by email:

library@clunykilliney.ie.

https://clunykilliney.ie/Content/2021/1/zy99-Reading_Challenge_2021_1.pdf


Competitions and
Challenges
A sample of upcoming competitions

and challenges now accepting

applications. 

Transition Year Video Competition
Essay Competition – Primary and Post Primary

Revolution in Ireland
Ireland and the First World War
Women during the revolutionary period in Ireland
War of Independence
Civil War

Decade of Centenaries Schools Irish
History Competition for Primary and
Post-Primary Schools 2021

2012 to 2022 is being marked as the Decade of
Centenaries as it marks 100 years since the historical
developments that occurred in Ireland during the
period 1912–1922.

To mark this historical era, the Decade of Centenaries
Schools Irish History Competition for Primary and
Post-Primary Schools 2021 has been created for
students.

This competition has two entry types:

Students can choose from any of the following
categories to enter for their video or essay
contributions:

The deadline for submissions is 30 April 2021.

For more information on how to enter, entry types and
the topics, please click here.

Children's Books Ireland - Call for
Book Reviewers.

Childrens Books Ireland are looking for reviewers for
two of their publications; Inis and the Recommended
Reading Guide.

Reviewers have the option to review for either or both
publications – Inis reviews are 250 words and
reviews for the Recommended Reading Guide are 85
words in length. Inis is published three times per year
with material also published on their website. The
Recommended Reading Guide is published in
September and is available in print.

For more information on these publications and
Childrens Books Ireland, please visit their website.
Reviewing is currently only occurring online. As a
result reviewers are provided with PDF versions of
texts. 

This opportunity is aimed at individuals looking to
gain experience, skills and review forthcoming titles.

For more information, please click here.

https://www.education.ie/historycompetition
https://www.education.ie/en/Schools-Colleges/Information/Curriculum-and-Syllabus/History-Competition.html
https://childrensbooksireland.ie/our-publications/
https://clunykilliney.ie/News/Childrens-Books-Ireland--Call-for-Book-Reviewers/119411/Index.html


Activities
Creative Writing Prompts and
Challenges

This month's writing creative writing challenges are

inspired by challenges from "642 Things to Write

About" by the San Francisco Writers' Grotto.

We would love to see what you do with the below

writing prompts and challenges. You can send your

work to library@clunykilliney.ie. A sample of work

will be included in the next month's edition of the

library newsletter.

Prompt 1: Write a scene or poem
that starts with the following line
"It was the first light of spring".

What comes to mind as you think of that line?

Challenge yourself to write any form of creative

piece that starts with this line.

Word Count: 500 max for scenes, up to 30 lines for

poems.

Prompt 2: Write a letter from the
perspective of a historical figure. 

A fun mini challenge to get your dictionary out for.

Pick five of your favorite things - can be anything

from food to hobbies - and use only one word to

describe each of them. 

Prompt 3: Your character is on
the news, why are they there?

In this short story, your character is appearing on

the news. Why are they there? What did they do or

try to do? Are they wanted or being noted for their

heroism? Write about their activities, experience or

the news event itself. 

Word count: 500 to 1,000 words. 

Riddle me this?

Can you solve these riddles? Answers to

these riddles can be found on the last page

of the newsletter but try your best to guess!

Riddle 1: What has many keys but cannot

open a lock?

Riddle 2: What month of the year has 28

days?

Riddle 3: What question can you never really

answer?

Drawing / Art Prompt: Spring
Time at Cluny

What do you think of when you think of

spring? Wild flowers? Animals? Nature? Draw,

paint or sketch whatever comes to mind!



If you have any questions, submissions or
feedback, please let Ms Curtin know by
emailing library@clunykilliney.ie

Riddle Answers
Riddle 1: A piano.

Riddle 2: All of them!

Riddle 3: Are you asleep?


