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Welcome to our third edition of the library

newsletter!

I hope that you all enjoyed the previous edition and

are looking forward to this one.

We are into the summer term here now at Cluny.

With only a few weeks to go before exams and the

summer break, it is a busy time here. With book

borrowing back, we are delighted to see students

coming to the library and borrowing books once

more. 

In this issue we will look at some creative spring

activities, reading and upcoming events. On page 4,

Ms. O'Ríordan spoke to use about her favorite books

and what reading means to her.

As always, if you would like to have any work

included or submit anything to the library

newsletter, please email library@clunykilliney.ie. 

Welcome to
the Library
Newsletter
Written and Edited by 

Ms Teresa Curtin,

School Librarian



Harry Potter Week
From Monday the 19th to Friday the
23rd of  April, we celebrated Harry
Potter Week here at Cluny.

A big thank you to everyone who attended and

participated in the events. 

Well done to the TY Library Committee who

created posters for the display. 

3D printed wands, a patronus flow chart, sorting

hat, House coat of arms, recommended reading

lists, book display and famous witches and wizard

portraits awaited.

There was also a raffle to win a Snitch for all

students. Congratulations to Sophie in 1W for

winning the Snitch!!

Continuing with our theme, film club met to look at

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. Students

re-read the book and watched the film to compare

both. For our first in our series of Harry Potter

themed meetings, students examined how the

actor choice represented the characters, how these

suited or differed from their imagined visualisations

and how some characters were changed for screen.

Critical theory and analysis of film is an essential

skill students should develop. By actively engaging

with media and literature alike, students can learn

to critique and form their own informed opinions.

Again, we would like to thnk everyone for their

participation during Harry Potter week and we

hope you are looking forward to our next themed

events!

Event Photo
Gallery



Author Visit
A big thank you to author Dave Rudden
who ran a virtual creative writing
workshop with first years on
Wednesday the 28th of April!

Thank you very much to author Dave Rudden for

running a creative writing workshop for our First Year

students on Wednesday the 28th of April via Teams.

Dave introduced students to sources of inspiration that

could be used for writing and how everyone can write a

good story. By taking inspiration from past experiences

and even objects, a spark of creativity can be found.

Alongside tips for creative writing, Dave also performed

a reading of a section from Knights of the Borrowed

Dark which he then explored with students, detailing

the inspiration for it.

Dave is the author of the acclaimed Knights of the

Borrowed Dark series and has also written stories for

BBC’s Doctor Who.

Poetry Day Ireland
Thursday 29th of April

Poetry Ireland ran a week of excellent activities and

events to celebrate Poetry Day Ireland. 

All around the country, libraries and groups created and

hosted events to celebrate writing. Poets held events

online including creative writing workshops and

readings, in both English and some in Irish!

To highlight the day at Cluny, first year students wrote

haikus which they placed on their sixth year buddy

lockers. Well done to all involved in this event!

Recommended
Reading...

Classic
The Outsiders

S.E. Hinton
 

Adventure
Eragon

Christopher Paolini

Mystery
The Mystery of the

Clockwork
Sparrow

Katherine Woodfine

Irish Author 
Knights of the

Borrowed Dark
Dave Rudden

 

Historic
City of Masks
Mary Hoffman

Teenage Fiction
Cinder

Marissa Meyer



Book Talks
Ms. O'Ríordan talks about what her favorite books and what
reading means to her.

Thank you very much to Ms. O'Ríordan for participating in this interview! It is always great

to see how people fostered their love for reading and what they are reading now.

What are you reading right now?
One More Croissant for the Road by Felicity Cloake. It’s about a lady cycling around France

and sampling French food along the way. It encompasses food, travel, adventure, and

culture. 

 

How did you get into reading?
Reading was always a big part of my house growing up. I remember reading from a very

young age and all my presents Birthday, Christmas etc would have a book included. 

 

What was your favourite book as a teenager?
Pre-teen I loved Mallory Towers. As a teenager, I loved The Babysitters Club series and also

Sweet Valley Twins and Sweet Valley High

Why was this your favourite book as a teenager?
I loved Mallory Towers because I always enjoyed school and had lots of friends and fun.

The girls in Mallory Towers always seemed to have lots of fun in school too. 

I loved the Babysitters Club as I enjoyed babysitting but I loved the entrepreneurial

element of how they set up this club and made money from it. I also loved the friendship

bond they had. 

What is your favorite book now?
I don’t have a favourite book as there are many I like and would think back on and share

with friends. I really enjoyed the book on the founding of Nike recently by Phil Knight. I

enjoyed I am Malala, Jo Malone’s autobiography, Richard Branson books, Bringing Home

the Birkin by Micheal Tonoello, The Amazon Store, Living Danishly, The Education of an

Idealist by Samantha Power, Wild by Cheryl Strayed.

I got a present of a book called The Pants of Perspective last summer a book on a girl

trekking through New Zealand on her own. The author is Anna McNuff. I really enjoyed

her style of writing mix of biography and travel adventure. I have since read her three

other books and look forward to her next one. 

 

Who is your favourite author and why? 
I don’t have a favourite author. I have many authors I like (some named above)!

 

What is your favourite genre of book?
Nonfiction. I have a low tolerance for fiction. I was in a book club a while back where we

had to read some fiction books. This was good to put me out of my comfort zone but I

would always go back to nonfiction. I love travel literature, biographies/ autobiographies,

business books, entrepreneurs etc and politics. 



Book Talks
Ms. O'Ríordan talks about what her favorite books and what
reading means to her.

When a film or TV adaptation of a book is made, are you a book is better
than the movie kind of person? 
Yes, a book is better than a movie. There is more detail in a book and you have longer to

enjoy it than a movie. A movie is over after 2 hours, the book will be more detailed and

take you longer to read and gives more enjoyment. 

Why do you enjoy reading? 
I enjoy reading as it increases my knowledge. It is a form of lifelong learning. It can also

be great to help relax and switch off. 

 

What is the first word that comes to mind when you think about books or reading?
Knowledge.

Thanks again to Ms. O'Riordan for completing this interview.



Looking for
something to
read?
We have put together

recommended reading lists for

all year groups.

Trying to find what to read next can be

difficult. Sometimes it is very hard to find

something similar to your favorite book or

knowing where to start when you’d like to

try start a new genre.

To help you in finding your next book or

world to dive into, we here at the library

have created recommended reading list per

year group to help. Be sure to have a look at

the below reading lists.

We also created a reading list based on

popular TV shows and movies which you

may not know are based on books. We all

know Harry Potter and Lord of the Rings

were based on books, but did you know the

hit Netflix show Anne of Green Gables and

Studio Ghibli's Tales from Earthsea or Howl's

Moving Castle are based on books too?

Have any feedback? Please send your

comments and feedback to

library@clunykilliney.ie.

Looking for
additional
book lists?
Have you read everything on

our recommended lists? Why

not have a look at the

following to see if any of

these spark your interest.

Goodreads Lists
Browse lists compiled by other

Goodreads users. You can check how

many votes a list has to help

understand its popularity amongst

other users.

 

Bookfinder (by Book Trust)
Sorted by age, Book Trust allow you to

browse recommended reading lists as

compiled by them. Their lists include

fiction and non-fiction lists.

Class Reads
A new service, as illustrated in our last

library newsletter, that includes age

groups based on year in school,

provides recommended books as well

as activities from authors.

BBC 100 Books to Read Before You
Die

An excellent list of contemporary and

classic fiction across a range of genres

and styles are included in this

comprehensive list. Why not mark off

the ones you read as you go along to

create a fun challenge?

To access the reading lists,

please click here.

mailto:library@clunykilliney.ie
http://library.clunykilliney.ie/recommended-reading-lists/


Library Services
We have College and University

prospectuses from across Ireland

and the UK available for students to

view in the library.

University and College Prospectus
We know searching for information online can be

difficult and deciding on a course that you'd like

to pursue after school can be tricky to decide on.

You can start researching courses whenever you

like. You can start to research as soon as you'd

like. Regardless if you're first or sixth year, it is

good to know your options when it comes to

careers and goals.

To help you, we have hard copy prospectus from

each of the large universities and college

available at the library. We also have brochures

and prospectus for IT and skill based courses too.

The career library is open before school and

during lunch breaks for students to browse.

We also have a selection of prospectus from

schools across the UK including universities in

Liverpool. London and Glasgow.

We also have a listing of virtual prospectus

available on the library website for you to view.

These pdfs and web links may help guide you in

your search if you would prefer browse from you

laptop, tablet or phone.

Borrowing Books
Students and staff can now borrow

books and materials from the library

again. We are delighted to be able to

offer this service to all here at Cluny

again.

If anyone is interested in borrowing a

book or checking the library collection,

the library is open daily during break

and lunch periods. 

Once you have found a book you would

like to borrow, please let Ms. Curtin

know as it will need to be quarantined

for a three day period before it is ready

for collection.

Students can borrow up to four titles for

3 weeks. These can be renewed if more

time is needed, just let Ms. Curtin know.

Podcasts
We have created a list of popular

podcast series which may be of interest

to students and staff. Podcasts are

organised under headings to help guide

the reader with a brief description to

give you an idea of their content, style

and aims.

Podcasts have grown over the last few

years in popularity to become one of

the widest accessed media forms. Some

sources estimate that up to one third of

Irish adults have started listening to

more podcasts over the past 2 years.

To browse these podcasts, please click

here.

To view the online
prospectus collection,

please click here.

http://library.clunykilliney.ie/resources/podcasts/
http://library.clunykilliney.ie/university-prospectuses-2020-2021/


Online
Collections and
Catalogues
Do you miss visiting the National

Gallery and museums? If you do,

did you know you can take virtual

tours and view collections from

both national and international

sites?

With many of our tourist sites to reopen

shortly, we are all excited to return to the

galleries and museums across the country. 

 Why not prepare yourselves to visit these

wonderful spaces again by exploring their

collections. Did you know though that many

of our national museums and galleries have

the option to view their collections online?

Some even offer virtual tours to view and

explore the spaces.

The National Library of Ireland
The National Library of Ireland hosts several

of their collections online for viewing. You

can access manuscripts, photographs,

printed materials such as books and digital

items including the web archives.

To access or explore these collections, please

click here.

I saw the angel in the
marble and carved until
I set him free.
 - Michelangelo.

The National Gallery
The National Gallery hosts a wonderful array

of collections and options on their website to

cater for all kinds of visits and users.

You can explore their extensive collection of

artwork including paintings and sketches.

These are all available here.

The National Gallery also has an extensive

library and archive of materials. This

collection focuses on art history and

resources. While the archive is closed, you

can use their library catalogue to search here.

You can also take a virtual tour of the

National Gallery by clicking here.

The National Museum of Ireland
Beloved for its extensive collection of items

and artefacts, the National Museum holds an

array of wonderful materials. 

Sorted by collection lists, you can view the

wonderful and interesting items they have in

their collections here. These collections

include costumes, ceramics, musical

instruments and more.

https://www.nli.ie/en/about-our-collections-introduction.aspx
http://onlinecollection.nationalgallery.ie/categories;jsessionid=B07145A1583FFEF6E4A6FA41CF667C0C
https://www.nationalgallery.ie/what-we-do/library-and-archives
https://www.nationalgallery.ie/virtual-tour
https://www.museum.ie/en-IE/Collections-Research/Art-and-Industry-Collections/Art-Industry-Collections-List


Upcoming Library
Events and Clubs
What events are happening at the

library this month?

Book Club

At our last book club session, we read J.R.R.

Tolkien's classic introduction to Middle Earth, "The

Hobbit".

Our next book club was a 'bring your own book'

club meeting. Students brought what they were

reading and/or their favorite books to discuss and

recommend to other club members.

 

Film Club

As explored above, during Harry Potter week we

met to discuss Harry Potter and the Philosopher

Stone.

At our next meeting, we explored another

fantastical classic film based on a book - The

Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The WItch and The

Wardrobe. 

C.S. Lewis classic story was adapted to film by

Disney in 2004 and has been acclaimed as a

wonderful adaptation of a timeless classic. 

Our last film club for the term invites club

members to think about their favorite movies that

have been adapted from original media such as

books, graphic novels and novels. 

Students will have a chance to discuss why these

are their favorites and how these adaptations were

different or similar to the original source material.



Competitions and
Challenges
A sample of upcoming competitions

and challenges now accepting

applications. 

Reading Challenge 2021

Calling all first, second, third and fourth year

students!

How many books can you read in a year? In this

event, we would like to invite you to read as many

books as you can! There will be a small prize for

reading over 10, 20 and 35 books.

Choose whatever books you'd like and record the

title of each, write a small review and highlight 5

new words you've learned from each one.

Please click here to view the full event poster:

Reading Challenge 2021.

How to Take Part
You can send your book lists, reviews and new

words to library@clunykilliney.ie. Samples of

reviews and words will be included in the library

newsletter!

Not sure what to read next?
Contact Ms Curtin, school librarian, for suggestions

or to check what is available in the school library

catalogue by email: library@clunykilliney.ie.

Guided Reading Challenge

Calling all fifth and sixth years!

We would like to invite you to take part in a

guided reading challenge, similar to the

previously outlined event but with guided or

suggested themes and pieces to read. 

Choose a genre or theme listed from the list

and read a text that corresponds to it. Write a

small review and highlight 5 new words you've

learned from each one.

Click here for the event poster and reading

list.

There will be a small prize for everyone who

reads over 10 texts. 

How to Take Part
You can send your book lists, reviews and new

words to library@clunykilliney.ie. Samples of

reviews and words will be included in the

library newsletter!

Not sure what kind of book fits a genre or
type? Or looking for suggestions?
Contact Ms Curtin, school librarian, for

suggestions or to check what is available in

the school library catalogue by email:

library@clunykilliney.ie.

https://clunykilliney.ie/Content/2021/1/zy99-Reading_Challenge_2021_1.pdf


Competitions and
Challenges
A sample of upcoming competitions

and challenges now accepting

applications. 

Summer Reading Challenge - Read
Irish Authors

This summer we would like to challenge you to read as
many books by Irish authors as you can! We have a
history of amazing literature and now is the time to
celebrate and explore it.

We would like you to create a list of book titles and
Irish authors you read between May and August. 

There will be prizes for the student who has read
the most in her year group! Prizes will be awarded to
whoever read the most in first, second, third, TY and
fifth year!

All lists should be sent to library@clunykilliney.ie
before the end of August to take part!

Why not try reading something by Sarah Webb, Deirdre
Sullivan or Cecilia Ahern? 

Looking for some fantasy or science fiction - try Dave
Rudden or Derek Landy? 

Thinking more classical - try Oscar Wilde, James
Joyce or W.B. Yeats. 

So many options!

We look forward to seeing your reading lists in
September!

A lived experience you have overcome, and
what you’ve learned.
A profile of a woman you admire.
An opinion piece with a positive and
empowering message.

The winner will win a writer studio bundle
courtesy of Harvey Norman.
The closing date for entries is 5pm on
Friday, May 28th.
Pieces should be 500-700 words in length,
include links to external sites, photos and
references if you wish
Write in a tone that you would like to read.
Email all pieces as a Word attachment to
info@shona.ie including your name, school,
age, and a brief intro to your piece.

Children's Books Ireland - Call
for Book Reviewers.

Childrens Books Ireland are looking for
reviewers for two of their publications; Inis and
the Recommended Reading Guide.

Reviewers have the option to review for either or
both publications – Inis reviews are 250 words
and reviews for the Recommended Reading
Guide are 85 words in length. Inis is published
three times per year with material also published
on their website. The Recommended Reading
Guide is published in September and is available
in print.

For more information, please click here.

Shona Writing Competition

The Shona Group are running a writing
competition aimed at young women across
Ireland. They are accepting the following
writing types for this competition:

Rules and Entry Information

mailto:info@shona.ie
https://clunykilliney.ie/News/Childrens-Books-Ireland--Call-for-Book-Reviewers/119411/Index.html


Activities
Creative Writing Prompts and
Challenges

This month's writing creative writing challenges

are inspired by challenges from "642 Things to

Write About" by the San Francisco Writers'

Grotto.

We would love to see what you do with the

below

writing prompts and challenges. You can send

your work to library@clunykilliney.ie. A sample

of work will be included in the next month's

edition of the library newsletter.

Prompt 1: Describe an everyday
object without naming what
the object is.

Write a scene or a passage involving any object

of your choice such as a set of keys or piece of

fruit. How would you describe it or use it

without saying what it is?

Word Count: 300 words max or 20 lines of

poetry.

Prompt 2: Sit for 15 minutes in
your garden or a tranquil
space. What do you notice?

In this observation and reflective challenge,

take a few quiet moments to watch the world

go by. What do you notice?

Prompt 3: Put Spotify on
shuffle!

Using the opening line of the first song that

plays, write a short story with that as your

opening phrase. What will you write about?

Word count: 500 to 1,000 words. 

Riddle me this?

Can you solve these riddles? Answers

to these riddles can be found on the

last page of the newsletter but try

your best to guess!

Riddle 1: I'm tall when I am young

and short when I am old. What am I?

Riddle 2: I must be broken to be

used. What am I?

Riddle 3: What can be wet and dry at

the same time?

Drawing / Art Prompt:
Mural

Taking inspiration from our new

mural at the school, why not try your

hand at creating a painting or word

art of your own? Using A4 paper,

create your own murals of inspiration.



If you have any questions, submissions or
feedback, please let Ms Curtin know by
emailing library@clunykilliney.ie

Riddle Answers
Riddle 1: A candle

Riddle 2: An egg

Riddle 3: A towel


