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Suggested Reading List for Summer Reading Challenge  

Read Irish Authors 

Not sure where to start or what you’d like to try reading over the summer? Why not try some of the 

following books by Irish authors. We have organised these under genre headings to give you some 

idea of the variety and themes contained in each book. 

We hope you enjoy these books! 

Also, remember, the deadline for reading lists is the 31st of August and there are prizes for whoever 

reads the most from their year! 

Note: * indicates this is recommended for older readers (16+) 

 

YA Realistic Fiction  

*Taking Flight 

Author: Sheena Wilkinson 

Series: Ongoing 

Blurb from Goodreads: Moving from a harsh West Belfast estate to the 

glamour of the showjumping ring, Taking Flight is a fast-paced story of 

courage overcoming jealousy. 

 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

Author: John Boyne 

Blurb from Goodreads: If you start to read this book, you will go on a journey with a nine-year-old 

boy named Bruno. (Though this isn't a book for nine-year-olds.) And sooner or later you will arrive 

with Bruno at a fence. Fences like this exist all over the world. We hope you never have to encounter 

one. 
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The Boy at the Top of the Mountain 

Author: John Boyne 

Blurb from Goodreads: When Pierrot becomes an orphan, he must leave his home in Paris for a new 

life with his Aunt Beatrix, a servant in a wealthy household at the top of the German mountains. But 

this is no ordinary time, for it is 1935 and the Second World War is fast approaching; and this is no 

ordinary house, for this is the Berghof, the home of Adolf Hitler. Quickly, Pierrot is taken under 

Hitler's wing, and is thrown into an increasingly dangerous new world: a world of terror, secrets and 

betrayal, from which he may never be able to escape. 

 

Stay Where You Are and Then Leave 

Author: John Boyne 

Blurb from Goodreads: The day the First World War broke out, Alfie 

Summerfield's father promised he wouldn't go away to fight - but he broke 

that promise the following day. Four years later, Alfie doesn't know where his 

father might be, other than that he's away on a special, secret mission. 

Then, while shining shoes at King's Cross Station, Alfie unexpectedly sees his father's name - on a 

sheaf of papers belonging to a military doctor. Bewildered and confused, Alfie realises his father is in 

a hospital close by - a hospital treating soldiers with an unusual condition. Alfie is determined to 

rescue his father from this strange, unnerving place… 

 

Moonrise 

Author: Sarah Crossan 

Blurb from Goodreads: Seventeen-year-old Joe hasn't seen his brother in ten years. Ed didn't walk 

out on the family, not exactly. It's something more brutal. Ed's locked up -- on death row. 

Now his execution date has been set, and the clock is ticking. Joe is determined to spend those last 

weeks with his brother, no matter what other people think ... and no matter whether Ed committed 

the crime. But did he? And does it matter, in the end? This poignant, timely, heartbreaking novel 

asks big questions: What value do you place on life? What can you forgive? And just how do you say 

goodbye? 
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The Weight of Water 

Author: Sarah Crossan 

Blurb from Goodreads: Armed with a suitcase and an old laundry bag filled with clothes, Kasienka 

and her mother head for England. Life is lonely for Kasienka. At home her mother's heart is breaking 

and at school friends are scarce. But when someone special swims into her life, Kasienka learns that 

there might be more than one way for her to stay afloat."The Weight of Water" is a startlingly 

original piece of fiction; most simply a brilliant coming of age story, it also tackles the alienation 

experienced by many young immigrants. Moving, unsentimental and utterly page-turning, we meet 

and share the experiences of a remarkable girl who shows us how quiet courage prevails. 

 

Toffee  

Author: Sarah Crossan 

Blurb from Goodreads: Allison has run away from home, and with nowhere 

to live, finds herself hiding out in the shed of what she thinks is an 

abandoned house. But the house isn't empty. An elderly woman named 

Marla, with dementia, lives there – and she mistakes Allison for an old friend 

from her past called Toffee. 

Allison is used to hiding who she really is, and trying to be what other people want her to be. And so, 

Toffee is who she becomes. After all, it means she has a place to stay. There are worse places she 

could be. 

But as their bond grows, and Allison discovers how much Marla needs a real friend, she begins to ask 

herself - where is home? What is a family? And most importantly, who am I, really? 
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Ask Amy Green 

Author: Sarah Webb 

Series: 6 in series 

Blurb from Goodreads: Thirteen-year-old Amy Green has a lot to juggle: handling her divorced 

parents, minding her messy baby siblings, and navigating the snobby popular cliques at school. So 

when her cool but crazy seventeen-year old aunt, Clover lands a job giving advice for the teen mag 

The Goss, Amy jumps at the chance to help out as her sidekick. Of course Clover, being Clover, 

doesn’t just want to answer readers’ letters, she wants to solve their problems . . . personally. From 

stamping out malicious rumors to giving a cad his comeuppance to creating the perfect web page, 

the two come up with some clever hands- on schemes that bring happiness to many unhappy girls. 

But when Amy falls for the cute but aloof boy in her art class — and her own friends start snubbing 

her big-time — can she find a way out of her own dilemma? 

 

Prim Improper 

Author: Deirdre Sullivan 

Series: Trilogy 

Blurb from Little Island Publishing: Primrose Leary has just started secondary school. 

Likes: her pet rat, Roderick; her best friend, Joel; being a little bit different (but not in the weird 

different sense – she wouldn’t like to be the only bald girl in her class or the only girl who always 

smelled of ham, or anything). 

Dislikes: living with Fintan (her moustachioed dad); the boy-school that Joel’s toddled off to without 

her; not having her mum around anymore. Hilariously and cleverly written, Prim Improper is the 

debut novel from Deirdre Sullivan. 
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Fantasy   

Artemis Fowl series 

Author: Eoin Colfer 

Series: 8 in total 

Blurb from Goodreads: Twelve-year-old Artemis Fowl is a millionaire, a genius, and above all, a 

criminal mastermind. But even Artemis doesn't know what he's taken on when he kidnaps a fairy, 

Captain Holly Short of the LEPrecon Unit. These aren't the fairies of bedtime stories—they're 

dangerous! Full of unexpected twists and turns, Artemis Fowl is a riveting, magical adventure. 

 

The Surface Breaks 

Author: Louise O’Neill 

Blurb from Little Island Publishing: Deep beneath the sea, off the cold Irish 

coast, Gaia is a young mermaid who dreams of freedom from her controlling 

father. On her first swim to the surface, she is drawn towards a human boy. She 

longs to join his carefree world, but how much will she have to sacrifice? What 

will it take for the little mermaid to find her voice? Hans Christian Andersen's original fairy tale is 

reimagined through a searing feminist lens, with the stunning, scalpel-sharp writing and world 

building that has won Louise her legions of devoted fans. A book with the darkest of undercurrents, 

full of rage and rallying cries: storytelling at its most spellbinding. 

 

*Savage Her Reply 

Author: Deirdre Sullivan 

Blurb from Little Island Publishing: A dark, feminist retelling of ‘The Children of Lir’ told in Sullivan’s 

hypnotic prose. A retelling of the favourite Irish fairytale ‘The Children of Lir’. Aífe marries Lir, a king 

with four children by his previous wife. Jealous of his affection for his children, the witch Aífe turns 

them into swans for 900 years. Winner of the Dept 51 @ Eason Teen and Young Adult Book of the 

Year, Irish Book Awards 2020 
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*Tangleweed and Brine  

Author: Deirdre Sullivan 

Blurb from Little Island Publishing: The highly acclaimed, multi-prize-winning 

collection of retold fairytales; Tangleweed and Brine from Deirdre Sullivan and 

illustrated by Karen Vaughan is now available in paperback and includes an 

exclusive new short story, ‘Waking Beauty’. 

Tales of blood and intrigue, betrayal and enchantment from a leading Irish YA author. Winner of the 

YA Book of the Year at the Irish Book Awards 2017 and the Children’s Books Ireland Book of the Year 

2018. 

With 13 stunning black and white illustrations by Irish illustrator Karen Vaughan. 

 

Skullduggery Pleasant  

Author: Derek Landy 

Series: ongoing, 14 in series to date 

Blurb from Goodreads: Meet Skulduggery Pleasant; 

 Ace Detective 

 Snappy Dresser 

 Razor–tongued Wit 

 Crackerjack Sorcerer 

 and 

 Walking, Talking, 

 Fire-throwing Skeleton 

—as well as ally, protector, and mentor of Stephanie Edgley, a very unusual and darkly talented 

twelve-year-old. These two alone must defeat an all-consuming ancient evil. The end of the world? 

Over his dead body. 
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Science Fiction  

Flawed 

Author: Cecilia Ahern 

Series: 2 in series 

Blurb from Goodreads: Celestine North lives a perfect life. She’s a model 

daughter and sister, she’s well-liked by her classmates and teachers, and 

she’s dating the impossibly charming Art Crevan. 

But then Celestine encounters a situation where she makes an instinctive decision. She breaks a rule 

and now faces life-changing repercussions. She could be imprisoned. She could be branded. She 

could be found flawed. 

 

Breathe  

Author: Sarah Crossan 

Series: 2 in series 

Blurb from Goodreads: The world has no air. If you want to survive, you pay to breathe. But what if 

you can't? And what if you think everything could be different? Three teens will leave everything 

they know behind in Sarah Crossan's gripping and original dystopian teen novel of danger, longing, 

and glimmering hope. 

Ever since the Switch, when the oxygen levels plummeted and most of humanity died, the survivors 

have been protected in glass domes full of manufactured air. Protected . . . or trapped? Or 

controlled? Alina's a revolutionary who believes we can save the environment. Quinn's a Premium 

who's never had to worry about having enough air. His best friend, Bea, is an Auxiliary who's never 

worried about anything but having enough air. When the three cross paths, they will change 

everything. 
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Supernatural / Horror 

Knights of the Borrowed Dark 

Author: Dave Rudden 

Series: Trilogy 

Goodreads Blurb: Denizen Hardwick is an orphan, and his life is, well, normal. 

Sure, in storybooks orphans are rescued from drudgery when they discover 

they are a wizard or a warrior or a prophesied king. But this is real life—orphans 

are just kids without parents. At least that’s what Denizen thought. . . . On a particularly dark night, 

the gates of Crosscaper Orphanage open to a car that almost growls with power. The car and the 

man in it retrieve Denizen with the promise of introducing him to a long-lost aunt. But on the ride 

into the city, they are attacked. Denizen soon learns that monsters can grow out of the shadows. 

And there is an ancient order of knights who keep them at bay. Denizen has a unique connection to 

these knights, but everything they tell him feels like a half-truth. If Denizen joins the order, is he 

fulfilling his destiny, or turning his back on everything his family did to keep him alive? 

 

Cirque du Freak / Saga of Darren Shan 

Author: Darren Shan 

Series: 12 in series 

Goodreads Blurb: Cirque Du Freak is the frightening saga of a young boy whose visit to a mysterious 

freak show leads him on a journey into a dark world of vampires. Filled with grotesque creatures, 

murderous vampires, and a petrifying ending, Cirque Du Freak will chill, thrill, and leave readers 

begging for more. 
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Non-Fiction 

Blazing a Trail: Remarkable Irish Women Who Changed 

the World 

Author: Sarah Webb 

Blurb from Goodreads: From fearless aviator, Lady Mary Heath, the first 

woman in the world to parachute from an aeroplane, to Margaret 

Bulkley, the 18th-century surgeon who lived as a man, meet 28 

remarkable Irish women who have taken the world by storm. 

You may have already heard some of their names, like Countess Markievicz and Mary Robinson, but 

others, like Anne Sullivan, Lilian Bland or Anna Haslam, may be new to you. 

Packed with fun, fascinating facts and stunning, full-page illustrations, this book celebrates the trail 

blazers who have shaped the world we live in. 

 

Here’s the Story 

Author: Mary McAleese 

Blurb from Easons: The groundbreaking two-term President of Ireland tells the stories of her life 

When a young Mary McAleese told a priest that she planned to become a lawyer, the priest 

dismissed the idea: she knew no one in the law, and she was female. The reality of what she went on 

to achieve - despite those obstacles, and despite a sectarian attack that forced her family to flee 

their home - is even more improbable. In this luminous memoir, Mary McAleese traces that 

astonishing arc: from the tight streets of north Belfast, to a professorship in Dublin while still in her 

twenties, behind-the-scenes work on the peace process, and two triumphant terms as President of 

Ireland. She writes of her encounters with prime ministers, popes and royalty with the same easy 

candour and intimacy with which she describes her childhood. And her account of the latest act in 

her remarkable career - quietly pursuing a doctorate, and loudly opposing the misogyny of the 

Catholic Church - is inspiring. Here's the Story is warm, witty, often surprising and relentlessly 

fascinating: an extraordinarily intimate memoir by one of the most remarkable public figures of our 

time.  


