
Welcome, everyone to the Spring Edition of the library newsletter.  If I 

watch a movie I don’t tend to read the book for a good while after.  I’d 

prefer to forget the general gist of the story and when the time comes I 

can indulge in the book.  So when all the Harry Potter films came out, I 

held back from reading all the books until recently.  I spent a wonderful 

Christmas reading all seven books and thoroughly enjoyed them. While I 

loved the movies, The Harry Potter books are just an example of how 

books can give so much more detail than movies.  Take, Peeves for 

example. As Harry Potter fans will know, Peeves was a poltergeist that 

wreaked havoc amongst students and teachers of Hogwarts. I found him 

really entertaining but unfortunately he didn’t make it into the movie.    

Nor did many other characters such as: The Bloody Baron, The Muggle 

Prime Minister and Charlie Weasley.  The problem is that movies can 

only be so long, so it’s inevitable that aspects of the story will have to be 

cut.  The Harry Potter books also helped me understand all the 

characters better, especially Harry.  However, there have been cases, in 

my opinion where I thought the movie was better.  I preferred the 

Hunger Games book to the movie but I thought the Catching Fire (book 

2) movie was better than the book. So sometime it can depend.  If I were 

to advise on whether to choose books or movies, I’d say go for both.   

While books usually give more details, it can be nice to sit back, relax 

and enjoy a movie.   Ms Dillon 
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Books or Movies 

1st Years break a World Record 
World Book Day organised a Bumper Book Quiz where kids between the ages of 5 and 14 could 

take part to attempt to break an official Guinness World Record for the most people participating in 

simultaneous literature quizzes (multiple venues).   A minimum 2679 people needed to take part in 

the quiz between 2pm and 3pm on Monday 22nd February and the quiz had to last a minimum 30 

minutes.   51 first year students from St Joseph of Cluny secondary school, Killiney took part to 

help break the record.  The quiz took place in the school library and I as school librarian acted as 

quiz master.      There were four representatives from Lisney: Maria Lennon, Aideen Massey, 

Michelle Kealy and David Maguire who kindly gave up their afternoon to act as independent 

witnesses and stewards for the event.  The quiz entailed a variety of questions from six different 

rounds including: Happy Families, Connections, Picture This, School Days, Love and Stuff and 

Dystopia calling.   Authors: John Boyne, Charlie Higson, Robert Muchamore, Sophie McKenzie and 

Meg Rosoff all made video guest appearances at different stages of the quiz.   The quiz kicked off 

at 2pm and finished at 2:57pm.  Just in the nick of time!!   
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What are you reading right now? 

The Barrytown Trilogy by Roddy Doyle 

What was your favourite book as a teenager? 

I loved every single one of the Harry Potters! They came out when I was a kid and I 

was hooked from book one.  

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

I’d have to say TV. I only watch a select number of shows but I enjoy watching them 

(when I have time) 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert island? 

The Scouting Trail (for obvious reasons); The Woman who Stole my Life, Marian Keyes,; 

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows, J.K Rowling 

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you? 

5 

So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

Relaxed 

 

A book that will make you think!  

“The trouble with 

Eichmann was 

precisely that so 

many were like him, 

and that the many 

were neither 

perverted nor 

sadistic, that they 

were, and still are, 

terribly and 

terrifyingly normal.”   
Philip Zimbardo, The 

Lucifer Effect: How 

Good People Turn Evil 

I did a quick google search that showed the first war in recorded history took place in 

Mesopotamia in 2700 BCE between Sumer and Elam.  Unfortunately, as wars still linger, 

human beings have yet to learn from their mistakes.    Philip Zimbardo (who set up the 

Stanford Prison Experiment) wrote a brilliant book The Lucifer Effect: How Good People 

Turn Evil where he explored the darker side of human nature and examined the root 

causes of evil. He argues that most people who have committed  appalling crimes 

against humanity during war time were not necessarily monsters or psychopaths as one 

might think, but ‘ordinary people’ who behaved differently because of a powerful 

situational force, such as war.  Take Eichmann as an example, he sent thousands of Jews 

to their deaths, but was certified as ‘normal’ by several psychiatrists.  Zimbardo points 

out in any war situation, there is a process whereby one race e.g. Germans, will 

dehumanise ’the enemy’ race e.g. Jews.  This in turn leads to their death and suffering 

becoming the norm, especially if those in authority approve. I would like to think none 

of us, myself included, are capable of doing or thinking of evil in any circumstance.  But 

then if you consider how Doctors sent people to their deaths during World War II, 

American soldiers tortured Iraqi’s in 2003, neighbours slayed each other in Rwanda in 

1994, the ongoing conflict in Syria and even possibly some people’s indifference to the 

refugee crisis – such a prospect may not be as far removed as we think.  Reading this 

book, I hope has raised my awareness.  Although it’s quite arduous, I would highly 

recommend this book as it should make you think.  And every now and then, we all 

need to think about things a little more.  Ms Dillon. 

 

Book Bites: 20 Second Interview with  

Áine Dawdry, SNA (and scout leader) 



Sarah Webb, author of the Amy Green series visited first year students in 

January.  It was really more of an informal chat than a lecture.  She started 

the session by talking about her school days and how she loved writing as a 

child.  She spoke about the publishing and editing process and showed the 

girls some examples of her written work.  She also chatted about some 

books she loved when she was a teenager and recommended current 

teenage books to the girls.   I thought she engaged and interacted really 

well with the girls.  The girls had plenty of questions for her during the 

question and answer session such as what it was like to be an author etc.    

I do hope the girls enjoyed the session and by the looks of things, it seems 

that they did.   

National Library of Ireland Exhibition 
P A G E  3  

Sarah Webb visits Cluny Library 

The National Library has a selection of travelling exhibitions for 

use in museums, schools and libraries.   In February, I borrowed 

an exhibition ‘The Past from the Press’ and displayed it in the 

library.  Newspapers have played an important role in providing 

evidence about the past.  However, as with all historical evidence, 

Newspapers cannot always be relied on to be 100 percent 

accurate.  ‘The Past from the Press ‘ exhibition explored issues 

such as news values, bias, subjectivity and propaganda and 

encouraged students to ‘read between the lines’ of historic and 

contemporary newspapers.   

 Connecting with Cluny Library 
As a librarian, I feel it is important that students and parents can connect with the library after school.   For this 

reason, I set up a Cluny Library Twitter account and a Cluny Library YouTube Channel. I generally Tweet about 

events/activities in the library, reading and literature, videos I’ve uploaded on my YouTube channel and any 

outside days/events that I feel the girls should be aware of such as International Women’s day.  Students and 

parents are welcome to follow me on Twitter on www.twitter.com/clunylibrary.  I started the Cluny Library 

YouTube channel with book trailers which could be best described as mini movies that promote books.  I think 

they are fantastic way of promoting books especially to students who may not be that interested in reading.  

Students will also be able to access other channels through the Cluny Library Channel.  Such as: Crash Course 

Kids (a bi-weekly show featuring the earth, habitats, space, chemical engineering and more) National Geographic, 

Parapluie French, Ted X talks and lots more.  These videos could be especially attractive to visual learners.  In 

today’s information age it is important to be aware that not all information is trustworthy and students need to 

know which websites they should choose for their research.  Thus, I have created a few short videos giving tips 

on how to do research.  You can subscribe or go to my YouTube channel via the following link.   https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UCRoa4NMA5AthWjUHmB5jFPg  

Hopefully this way everyone can keep up to date with what is happening in Cluny Library.  

http://www.twitter.com/clunylibrary
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRoa4NMA5AthWjUHmB5jFPg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRoa4NMA5AthWjUHmB5jFPg


Library Chat with Ailbhe Larkin (2X) and Ali Van Dooslayer Doyle 
 Out of 10 how much would you say you like reading? 

Ailbhe:  I wouldn’t say 10 maybe 8 or 9 

Why would you not say 10? 

Ailbhe: Well sometimes I prefer to do something else like watch something on Netflix 

So you don’t like reading all of the time 

Ailbhe: No.  But I do like doing it most of the time 

And what about you Ali? 

Ali:  I’m the same about 8 or 9.  I wouldn’t read all the time but when I do I really enjoy it. 

It looks like to you like to have a balance between reading and doing other things.  I think that’s really important.  Have 

you a favourite book? 

Ailbhe:  It’s really hard.  It changes all the time 

Ok what’s your most recent favourite?  If you have one 

Ailbhe:  Well I read the Lux series and I couldn’t put it down.  I was lucky I read it over Easter so I was able to read it for 4 

to 5 hours a day.  It was so good 

And what about you Ali? 

Ali:  I’m really enjoying the book I’m reading it’s called An Evil Mind 

Is that a horror? 

Ailbhe:  It’s definitely a horror 

Have you read it too Ailbhe? 

Ailbhe:  Yes 

And Ali would you usually go for Horror? 

Ali: I’d normally read action/adventure books but this was my first horror book 

Do you think it’s good for someone when choosing a book to go out of their comfort zone every now and 

then? For instance, Ali you normally read action/adventure and you picked a horror book this time.   

Ali:  Yes, I think it’s a good idea 

So do you both like horror? 

Ailbhe:  With horror you want to keep reading because of the suspense and you want to find out what happens next.   

What age were you when you started to like reading? 

Ali:  I was probably about 7 or 8 

Ailbhe:  I think I was in 2
nd Class. I remember reading Diary of a Wimpy kid.  They were the best.  My sister is reading them 

all now 

What would you say to anyone who doesn’t like to read? 

Ali: Reading is like escaping to another world, it can really broaden your imagination 

Ailbhe: Some enjoy reading more or less than others.  There’s a book out there for everyone 

Ali:  A lot of people if they read a book and don’t enjoy it, they just give up 

So it could turn them off reading? 

Ali:  Yes 

So it’s all about finding the right book.  Ok thank you girls.   


