
Welcome to the spring edition of Cluny Library News.  After reading about 

Cambridge Analytica I find it worrying that it was able to access the data of 71 

million people in the US.  Quite rightly Facebook is now answerable to how it 

protects the privacy of its’ users.  However, even if Facebook does take the 

correct actions, it may not be possible to have every social media site scrutinized. 

So, it is essential that we ensure A. we don’t post information online we’d rather 

keep private and B. we protect ourselves as much as we can from manipulation 

and propaganda.  Regarding point B. manipulation and propaganda is nothing new 

and have existed well before the advancement of the internet.  Think of leaflets 

that have come through our doors from companies trying to advertise their 

products to politicians looking for votes.  Most of the time we probably discard 

them.  There’s no reason why we can’t adopt this same attitude when we are 

exposed to information that comes our way online.   Since anyone can publish on 

the web, it is time we accepted that not everything we read will be trustworthy. 

We could take the option of leaving the onus entirely on those who publish to 

write the truth, but in reality we need to be take responsibility on how we 

ourselves receive and interpret information.  Even simple things like checking 

who the author is, or comparing what we read with other resources can help.  

We need to learn to read critically.  So the next time you see an attention 

grabbing headline, think of the leaflet through the door – is it worth reading or is 

it better to discard it?  Ms Dillon 
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We all need to learn to read critically 

The only source of knowledge is experience Albert Einstein 

The Guinness 

Book of 

Records hold 

the records of 

the most 

commonly 

stolen book 

from Public 

Libraries 

Fun Book Fact 

The importance of independent learning 
Independent learning is a key skill in education.  In school many teachers from 

various subject areas like science, business and languages bring students up to 

Cluny Library to do research.  This is important because it not only helps 

students to enhance their knowledge on the given subject, it also gradually 

prepares them for Third Level.  Nowadays, it is no longer sufficient to simply 

regurgitate notes from a lecturer.  To be successful and gain high grades in 

Third Level, students are expected to enhance their knowledge and add value 

to a topic by doing their own research.  Knowing how to do research correctly 

is essential.   To help students with this, I give TY students research skills 

workshops that cover areas such as planning research, where to find 

information, evaluating information and the consequences of relying on 

Wikipedia and Google.  I also give bespoke research classes for various 

subjects including History, Religion, French and Science. Students can also find 

help-sheets on how to do research on the Cluny Library Website under the 

“Research Tips” tab. 

http://clunykilliney.ie/library/
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What are you reading right now? 

The Battle - Paul O Connell 

What was your favourite book as a teenager? 

Don't really remember one as a teenager, as a child it was The Witches by 

Roald Dahl 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

TV 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert 

island? 

The Da Vinci Code, The God Delusion, Ross O Carroll Kelly - The Teenage 

Dirtbag Years 

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you? 

4 

So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

Read  

Thinking Book Review: 

The Girl with Seven Names Hyeonseo Lee 

Kindness toward 

strangers is rare in 

North Korea. There is 

risk in helping 

others. The irony 

was that by forcing 

us to be good 

citizens, the state 

made accusers and 

informers of us all.”   

The Girl with Seven 

Names  

Hyeonseo Lee 

Every now and then I like to write about books that have inspired me or 

made me think.  I call these books “Thinking Books”.   The Thinking Book I have 

decided to write about is The Girl with Seven Names by Hyeonseo Lee. I had 

the privilege to listen to her speak at the Dalkey Book Festival in 2017. In her 

book, she tells the story of growing up in North Korea and what it was like to 

be indoctrinated into one of the world’s most secretive and brutal regime.  At 

seventeen she unwittingly escaped into China only to discover there would be 

strong reprisals for herself and her family if she returned home.  And so, she 

commenced a life on the run with no family or no identity.  For me, reading a 

personal account can be far more informative than any history book.  Due to 

its’ high level of secrecy it is unlikely any of us would know much about what 

it’s like to live in North Korea.  Hyeonseo Lee gives us a glimpse.  This is what 

I love about books – it offers us a doorway into the lives of others, which 

otherwise we may not get to see.  This book also made me appreciate where 

I was born.  Ireland does have its’ issues like homelessness but we don’t have 

to worry about our neighbours reporting us for criticising the government; 

we never have had to live in fear that if there was any dust found on the 

portrait of the “Dear Leader” we could have been sent to jail and most 

important of all we have the freedom to express ourselves.   

Book Bites: 20 Seconds Interview with Mr Twomey, 
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Conductor, Karen Ní Bhróin visits Cluny Library 

    In March Karen Ní Bhróin, conductor with the RTE    

   Philharmonic Orchestra came to talk to our music students  

   about how she became a conductor.  I invited her as part of an 

   inspiring women’s theme I have been having in Cluny Library.  

   The reason I choose her was because there are still so few 

   female conductors and I wanted the girls to be exposed to 

   someone who has found work in a predominately male  

   environment and who was passionate enough to follow her 

dreams.  Karen’s talk was really interesting.  She spoke about how she became a conductor, gave 

some advice to the girls and even did some of her own conducting as the girls clapped along.  

Whether any of them are aspiring conductors or not, I hope it helped the girls learn that just because 

a profession is predominately male, doesn’t mean they shouldn’t take a shot at it. 

CLUNY LIBRARY MOCK ELECTION 
To commemorate 100 years of the women earning the right to vote.  I 

organised a mock election in Cluny Library where six authors were the 

candidates.  Each house in Cluny was assigned an author and House Captains 

had to encourage students in their houses to campaign as much as they could 

for their respective authors.  The purpose of the exercise was to promote 

reading and help students learn the concept of campaigning for an election and 

voting.  I choose authors that covered different genres from Fantasy to 

Vampires to expose the students to different types of books.  During the first 

stage of the campaign all students were invited to read the first chapter of 

books from each of the six authors during English class.  After this students 

created campaign posters that were posted around the school.  On the 

morning of March 22nd the six house captains showed their brilliant and highly 

entertaining campaign videos to the whole school before all students came up 

to the library to vote.  Special ballot sheets were prepared for each student 

and each ticked their name off the registrar of electors as they voted.  Even 

Minister Mary Mitchell O’Connor came along to vote.  Thank you to all the 

House Captains and Vice-Captains for all your help and hard work and 

congratulations to Cathy Cassidy on being the winning author.   



Library Chat with Sophie Mangan (1W) and Bella Callaghan (1Y) 
So girls, out of 10 how much would you say you like to read? 

Sophie: 10 

Bella: 10 

Do you remember how old you were when you started to like reading? 

B. I’m not sure when I started to like reading but I always like it 

S:  I was three.  I started reading when I was three and I just loved it. 

Do you have a favourite book? 

S:  A Series of Unfortunate Events is mine.   

B.  I like series like Harry Potter, The Lord of the Rings, Skulduggery Pleasant and all that. 

Was there anyone in particular that encouraged you to read? 

S:  My mum, she was very good she used to bring me to the library. 

B: We got loads of our cousin old books so there was always books everywhere at home. 

So do you think that would have encouraged you to read? 

B: Yes, definitely 

What are you reading right now? 

S: I’m reading Harry Potter at the moment 

B: I’m reading Magnus Chase. It’s a continuation of the Percy Jackson books 

Would you read a few books at the same time? 

S: I try not to but I do 

Why – if you try not to? 

S: Well, I always go to the library so I always have 13 books and if I ever forget a book I just pick up 

another. 

And what about you Bella? 

B: I read a few together which confuses me sometimes? 

So why do you do it? 

B: If there’s book near me I’ll just read it 

Do you hate being without a book? 

S: Yes, I read when I’m bored 

When do you like reading best? 

B:  Before bed and I like to read in the morning too 

S: Me, too I like to read before bed. 

What would you say to students who don’t like to read? 

B: You’re not reading the right book 

S: Find an author you like and read their books.  


