
how deeply moved students 

were after listening to her.  

She’s a great belief in herself, 

was warm, funny and inspiring.  

So I think I’ll put Caroline on 

the list of definite invitees.  

Now I just need to try to raise 

Mr. Dickens and perhaps 

Charlotte Bronte from the 

dead.  Which leaves two empty 

chairs.  Caroline had mentioned 

she would love to meet Oprah 

and Ellen de Generes.  So 

perhaps Caroline, if you are 

reading this you could invite 

them too and ask: Chicken 

Curry or Spag bol? 
 

 

I was watching a talk show 

once and the interviewer 

asked the guest who were the 

five people they would invite 

to dinner.  I thought about this 

question and at the time, and 

even now, I struggle to find an 

answer.  My predicament is 

that most of the guests I’d like 

to meet are dead.  For 

instance I’d love to meet 

Charles Dickens.  I think he’s 

books are wonderful and 

especially his depiction of 

ch a r ac t e r s .   Another 

predicament I have is there 

are loads of other author’s I 

would love to meet.  I find after 

reading many books I’d love to 

ring up the author and ask why 

did this happen? What did you 

think of X character? etc.   So 

I’d probably keep inviting people 

an d  u n i n v i t i n g  p e op l e .  

However, I am lucky that this 

library has welcomed many very 

inspirational speakers since I’ve 

started work here.  One such 

person was Caroline Casey who 

is a social entrepreneur who 

happens to have ocular albinism.  

She spoke with sixth year 

students about her life and 

achievements.  I was amazed 

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

Summer 

Reading 

2 

Murder 

Mystery 

Week 

3 

Most Popular 

Book 

3 

Book Bites 20 

Second  

Interview 

3 

Library Chat  4 

Why Parents 

Matter 

4 

Cluny Library News 
J U N E  2 0 1 5  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  3  

S O M E  N E W  

B O O K S  

The Bees  

L. Paull 

 

Frostfire  

A. Hocking 

 

Blood Red Road  

M. Young 

 

The longest Ride 

Nicholas Sparks 

 

The Colour of Law 

M. Gimenez 

 

Travels on my  

Elephant 

Mark Shand 

 

 

 

Who to invite to Dinner?  

You can never get a cup of tea large enough or a book long enough to suit me.  

C. S. Lewis 

I google, you google, she googles 
When people search the web, most would say they’re going to google something.  The search 

engine has become so prolific that google has become a verb in its’ own right.  I have cautioned 

students about the fact that anyone can publish on Google and with its wide plethora of 

information it can be difficult to distinguish between resources that are reliable and those that 

aren’t.   I have given classes to students on how to evaluate a website showing them how to check 

the author of the website, see when it was last updated and the importance of peer-reviewed 

research.  In reality, however, I believe most students will just simply google their topics.  Thus, I 

have given library classes to students that have provided them with some tips for using Google.  I 

hope students I gave them to have found these tips helpful and that they will google wisely.    

Some tips for when using Google 

1. ~ means equals to.  If you type ~ in front of a word it’ll bring up it’s synonyms e.g. ~cheap 

would cover inexpensive, cheap and affordable 
2. Put minus sign in front of a word if you wish to exclude it from a search e.g. King Charles –

dog will exclude anything related to the King Charles Dog 
3. Google presumes and/in/at/on etc.  So instead of typing “What is the Capital of Ireland?” Just 

simply type Capital Ireland. 
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Staff Summer Reading 
This summer many of our staff members will be taking time to do a bit of reading 

Here’s a list of what some of them are/will be reading. 

“What a miracle it is 

that out of these 

small, flat, rigid 

squares of paper 

unfolds world after 

world after world, 

worlds that sing to 

you, comfort and 

quiet or excite you. 

Books help us 

understand who we 

are and how we are 

to behave. They 

show us what 

community and 

friendship mean; 

they show us how to 

live and die.” — 

Anne Lamott  

The Luminaries, Eleanor Canton – Ms McEvoy 

Under the Dome, Stephen King – Mr Hartigan 

Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail, Cheryl Strayed – Ms Culliton 

Shotgun Lovesongs, Nickolas Butler – Marie Doherty 

Island beneath the Sea, Isabel Allende – Ms Simmington 

Hanging with the Elephant, Michael Harding – Ms Joy 

The Girl on a Train, Paula Hawkins – Ms Connor 

The Green Line, E.C Diskin – Annette Hudson 

The Life and Loves of a He Devil.  A Memoir, Graham Norton – Ms Torpey  

An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth, Chris Hadfield – Ms Ryan 

Proud: My Autobiography, Gareth Thomas – Mr Twomey 

Carrion Comfort, Dan Simmons – Mr Browne 

The Siege, Ismail Kadare – Mr Byrne 

Grinding it out: The Making of McDonalds, Ray Kroc – Ms O’Riordan 

Tincture of Malice, Gregory Bracken – Maura Bracken 

Lord of the Flies, William Golding – Áine Dawdry 

Cutting for Stone, Abraham Verghese – Ms Dullaghan 

Sarah’s Key, Tatiana De Rosnay – Ms Wolohan 

Outliers, Malcolm Gladwell – Ms Marren 

The Bees, Laline Paull – Ms Higgins 

Chocolat, Joanne Harris – Ms Archibald 

Gone Girl, Gillian Flynn – Ms Forde 

We are all completely beside ourselves, Karen J. Fowler – Ms Ryan 

Mightier than the Sword, Jeffrey Archer – Karen Keenaghan 

Bel Canto, Ann Patchett – Ms Jensen 

Leaving Time, Jodi Picoult – Ms Rooney 

A Tale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens – Ms Dillon 

Go Set a Watchman, Harper Lee – Ms White 

We are not ourselves, Matthew Thomas – Ms Lambert  

The Children’s Act ,  Ian McEwan - Ms E. Doyle  

The Longest Ride, Nicholas Sparks -  Ms A. Doyle 

The Girl on the Train, Paula Hawkins  -  Trish Shanley 

 

 

 



Book Bites: 20 Second Interview with Mr Joe Byrne, English Teacher 

What are you reading right now? 

The Siege by Ismail Kadare 

What was your favourite book as a teenager? 

Beau Geste, P.C. Wren 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

Books 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert island? 

Arguably by C. Hitchins, The Magus by J. Fowles and 100 Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez 

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you? 

9/10 

So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

Escape 

A few years ago I backpacked around the world – I fitted in New York, Australia, New Zealand and China.  

I’ve also travelled to a few places in Europe.  So I thought I could put myself on the ‘reasonably’ well-

travelled list.  However after hearing Manchán Magan talk about his travel anecdotes I realised I really 

haven’t travelled at all.  One could say he boldly went where no traveller dared to go before and nothing 

seemed to hinder his love of travel – not even contracting rabies!   Some of his tales seemed so tall some 

of the girls questioned if they were true (which they were).  Manchán is a travel writer and documentary 

maker who came to talk to the girls during ‘Love to Read’ week.  The reason I invited him was so he could 

promote travel books to the girls and also I thought it would be interesting for them to hear about far 

flung cultures of the world.  What I admired most about him was that he wasn’t afraid to reach out for his 

goals:  He travelled to the far corners of the world to learn about different cultures; he built a house with 

bales of hay so he could write.   I do love to learn about different cultures but I can’t really see myself 

travelling as far afield as him.  But there’s always books and books are a ticket to the world.  Manchán 

kindly donated some of his own books namely Truck Tales, Angels and Rabies and A Journey to India.  At least 

by reading them I can imagine what these places would be like and who knows someday I might decide to 

venture to some place bold and new.   

‘Love to Read’ Week 
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Manchán Magan visits Cluny Library 

Given student’s enthusiasm to reading in this school I thought it would be only fitting to organise a ‘Love to Read’ week 

in the library.  The idea was simply to promote a love of reading among the whole school community.  I decorated the 

library with the usual fanfare.  Students were greeted with a floral archway as they entered the library.  I had a summer 

reads section, a fantasy book section and a travelling books section.  I had a book quiz, a book hunt quiz and a ‘guess 

what teachers are reading’ quiz.    I organised the week just before the Easter Holidays so Easter Eggs were the perfect 

prize.  If there’s anything I’ve learnt is that students do love chocolate and not surprisingly is one of the more popular 

incentives to getting students into the library.  I also (with my father) created a giant book that allowed students to 

form their own collaborative story.  All they had to do was keep adding sentences to the story.  Students could write 

on one page and draw on the other. I can tell you the heroine of the tale, a.k.a the cluny girl has been through the mill 

and back.  She’s met a giant armadillo, fairies, has had peanuts thrown at her and has been rescued by a Blackrock 

‘hottie’.   But the story isn’t finished, there’s still a few pages left which I will keep for next year.   I really look forward 

to reading what adventures the Cluny Girl will get up to next.   



Library Chat with  
Laura Kestell (1Y) and Eimear Shortall (1Y) 

So out of ten who much would you say you love reading? 

Laura: 100 out of 10 

Ok so you definitely love reading then. 

L. Yes I find it hard to stop.  I get really disappointed when a series ends and usually wish there was another 

book. 

And what about you Eimear? 

Eimear:  I’d say 9 ½ out of 10.  I love reading but I find it hard to find time.  It’s annoying I want to read 

more. There’s a list of books I want to read. 

So you’ll be doing a lot of reading over the summer? 

E.  I’ve books on my bookshelf that are waiting to be read.  

L. I find it hard to get into another book.  But it’s easy once you read the first chapter.   

E. I don’t like parting with the characters.  

So you feel characters are important? 

E.  Yeah, but if a book isn’t good I won’t read it.  It has to be realistic but not too much.  Although 

sometimes it’s easier to read a book if it’s completely far-fetched.  

What do you think is the most important thing in a book?  

L.  The story.  For example one book I read I wanted to get it over and done with because I didn’t find it 

exciting.  So I just flipped ahead.  Sometimes I count the pages to see what’s left in the chapter.   

E.  I like the Lux novels, each chapter is dedicated to a character’s point of view.   

L.  I have read books that you don’t know which character is who. 

E. Sometimes if it changes from one person to another it can be hard to pick up from the different 

characters. 

So you’d say story and characters are important? 

L. Yes.  I like the My Story books.  If it’s too factual it’s boring 

E. It’s like reading books that are based on a true story.   

L. Say like reading something set in World War 1`. 

E. You see things from their side 

L. And you learn some information from reading the story 

Have you a favourite book? 

E. Actually I don’t really have a favourite book.  I love Lux books, divergent anything by John Green 

L: Every book I read becomes my favourite.  I have them in different categories.  For example Ruth Frances 

Long who wrote A Crack in Everything is my favourite author.  I also think Lux novels are among the best. 

E. They are so good. 

How did you get into books?   

L.  I never really liked electronic stuff and there was a debate in school TV vs. Books.  You can bring books  

everywhere.  You can always read.  

E. When I was learning to read I read books to everyone in my family including my granny and granddad  

What advice would you give to students who don’t read? 

L.  Start with an easy reading book.  I went on to reading bigger books.  I would read differently now to 

when I started.    

E.  If a book sounds good give it a go.  Some book blurbs can be good 

L.  But don’t judge a book by its’ cover.  There was one book and I didn’t really like the look of the cover.  

But they changed the cover and I really liked it.  

E.  Book covers should be something that catches the eye.   

Thank you.   


