
Welcome to the winter edition of Cluny Library news.  Lots of 

wonderful things happened this term in the library including 

exhibitions, book clubs and quizzes.   I think it’s wonderful now that 

books come in different formats so anyone can access stories. I’m a 

traditionalist when it comes to books and out of print, e-book and 

audio, I’ll favour a paperback every time.  However I am gaining a new 

appreciation for audio books.  They are a wonderful way to pass the 

time, especially on the monotonous journey I’ve to travel on the M50 

everyday.  While there is a lot to gain from reading printed books 

such as improving vocabulary and imagination; there is also a lot of 

advantages to audio books.  They can help improve listening and 

concentration skills  and if the narrator is good, it can sometimes feel 

like the characters are talking.   Most of all, audiobooks might be 

appealing to students who don’t like to read.  It’s a different way of 

helping them get hooked on stories and with a little bit of luck might 

encourage them to read.   Dun Laoghaire Libraries or other local 

libraries are excellent ways of accessing audiobooks.  So sit back have 

a listen and enjoy the story. Ms Dillon 
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Listening to Stories 

It only took 

Charles 

Dickens 6 

weeks to write 

a Christmas 

Carol 

Fun Book Fact 

1st Year Christmas Performance ‘a stunning success’ 
There’s a wonderful tradition each year in Cluny 

Library at Christmas. 1st year students do a 

Christmas performance in front of Ms White, Ms 

Lambert, Sisters, teachers and all of 6th year.  Each 1st 

year class performs their own original play which is 

written completely by the students  themselves with 

a little guidance from the English teachers.  This year 

they performed two really funny and enjoyable plays 

where everyone who was lucky enough to go got to 

laugh and clap along.  In 1W’s play, Christmas spirit 

was lost and it was up to some elves and orphans to 

save it.   There was also the Grinch and a “Grunch” 

and a really cool rap scene.  1Y did a version of I’m a 

celebrity get me out of here: Christmas edition where 

they got to play out lots of celebrity characters like 

Ant and Dec, One Direction, Beyoncé and Kanye and 

Kim.   I would like to say a big to Mr Hartigan and Ms 

Lynch for all their hard work and a huge well done to 

all first years on two absolutely brilliant plays.   

“Magnificent” 

Ms Cronin 
 

 

“Superb” 

Ms Davis 

 

https://libraries.dlrcoco.ie/online-library/downloadable-books
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What are you reading right now? 
 ‘Berta Isla’ by Javier Marias; about to start John le Carré ‘ A legacy of Spies’ 
 

What was your favourite book as a teenager? 
 J.D Salinger’s ‘The Catcher in the Rye’ (I had notions) 
 

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 
A political or spy thriller on TV wins every time 
  
What are the three books you would take with you on a desert 
island? 
The art book (Phaidon edition), The A – Z of Raft building: “Iwanna 
Getouttahere”, The complete works of William Shakespeare 
 

 On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you? 
10 
 

 So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 
Brilliant 

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol  

“It is a fair, even

-handed, noble 

adjustment of 

things, that 

while there is 

infection in 

disease and 

sorrow, there is 

nothing in the 

world so 

irresistibly 

contagious as 

laughter and 

good humour.”  

- Charles Dickens, 

A Christmas Carol 

As it’s Christmas season I thought it was fitting to write something on 

Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol. This book was published on December 

19, 1863.   The initial print run of 6000 copies sold within days but 

unfortunately Dickens only made £230 from the first print.  In January, 

1844 a plagiarised version of the book appeared.  Dickens took the 

publishers of the pirated edition to court but although he won the case, he 

ended up being liable for £700 in courts costs because the publishers had 

declared bankruptcy.  Dickens was quite bitter about the whole affair so I 

wonder how he would feel now, 165 years later, if he saw how popular 

this story still is and how it has been adapted over the years.  The story 

centres around Ebeneezer Scrooge, a miser, who is visited first by the 

ghost of his partner Jacob Marley and then by three spirits: ghosts of 

Christmas Past, Present and Future.  Each ghost highlights the unhappiness 

that has resulted from Scrooge’s misanthropy.  I think the reason why the 

book is still so popular today is because of it’s simple message: be kind.  

However, I do have to admit, I did find the language in the book hard to 

grasp at times and it didn’t intrigue me as much as Great Expectations (one 

of my favourite books). But maybe it was because I knew the story too 

well.  Either way, this wonderful story has been passed on from generation 

to generation and gives what I believe is the true meaning of Christmas: 

kindness.  So as Tiny Tim said “A merry Christmas to us all; God bless us 

everyone”.  

Book Bites 20 Seconds Interview Ms Byrne, History Teacher 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/first-edition-of-a-christmas-carol
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Doctors without Borders Talk 
In November Donal Gorman, Communication Manager of Médecins Sans 

Frontières (Doctors without Borders) came and spoke to TY students about the 

work that MSF does.  MSF provides medical assistance to people affected by 

conflict, disasters, epidemics and exclusion from healthcare. Donal’s talk had 

more of a personal touch: rather than simple regurgitating facts and figures he  

provided personal stories of various people he met while working with MSF.  He 

spoke about a young mother who gave birth on a refugee boat, thankfully both 

mother and baby survived.  He spoke about a young man who ended up in a 

detention centre in Libya and whose family were blackmailed into giving money.  

It’s difficult to sometimes to understand the sheer trauma people have to go 

through in conflict zones, so I think it’s important that we hear their stories.  

MSF don’t rely on government funding so have no political affiliations.  They 

simple try to help people who need it. 

Give Blood Exhibition 
September 2018 marked the 100th year anniversary since the first 

human to human blood transfusion.  To mark this I had a small 

exhibition in the library, highlighting the importance of giving 

blood.  Mr. McLaughlin and Mr. White both dedicated a class to 

sixth year students on the importance of giving blood.    Students 

were also invited to take part in a quiz, where the lucky winner 

won a box of chocolates.  This exhibition is part of an overall 

medical theme I am having in the library this year.  

We need to be cautious of some Food Bloggers 
In this information age it is essential for all of us (not just students) to learn key skills that will help us 

distinguish between reliable and untrustworthy information.  I give different talks and classes to 

students to help them learn these skills.  For instance, I gave a talk to 5th year Home Economic 

students on how to look up nutritional resources.  Nutrition can be a grey area on the web.  

Dieticians are regulated in Ireland so only people with the proper qualifications can call themselves 

Dieticians.  The term Nutritionist is not regulated so people at different training levels can call 

themselves Nutritionist.  Unfortunately, it can be difficult to know the level of expertise of many food 

bloggers who describe themselves as Nutritionists.  Most are likely to be fine and are simply sharing a 

healthy lifestyle.  However, there are other ’wellness warriors’ who dish out incorrect and sometimes 

dangerous nutritional advice and don’t have the correct qualifications do so.  In my research I came 

across one blogger who claims sunscreen causes cancer - yet has 54 million followers and there was 

another who claimed her diet cured her from brain cancer - she never had brain cancer.  Most of 

these bloggers are good looking, healthy and will use very attractive and colourful looking pictures to 

make their claims about food.  They may use ‘fear mongering’ words like toxic and chemicals and even 

convince people to go against a whole food group.  It is important to be aware that just because 

someone has a large following on Instagram, it in no way makes them an expert.  On the library 

website I have posted a list of websites that should give more reliable information on nutrition.   

https://www.indi.ie/who-we-are/dietitians-nutrition-experts.html
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2015/jun/27/new-wellness-bloggers-food-drink-hadley-freeman?CMP=share_btn_fb
http://library.clunykilliney.ie/resources/nutritional-information-resources/
http://library.clunykilliney.ie/resources/nutritional-information-resources/


Library Chat with student librarians: Ava and Roisin 
Hi girls, so out of 10 how much do you like reading? 

Ava: I’d say 8 

Roisín: I’d say 6 or 7 

When did you start to like reading? 

A: When I was in 2nd or 3rd class my Dad and me used to read together, you know all the Enid Blyton 

Books? He had all the old books, so we just read through them together. 

R:  I didn’t always love books but when I got older I got to like reading more.  I really started to like 

reading when we were set to read for 15 minutes in Primary School. 

Do you still do that i.e. reading for 15 minutes? 

R: When I get a chance.  

Do you find time is getting in the way of reading? 

A: We’ve loads of homework, study and phones and loads of other distractions.  When I was 

younger it was so much easier but now I’m hearing pings on my phone from friends so it’s more 

distracting 

R:  Depending on what time I go to bed at.  I might take out a book.  I have my book waiting on my 

night stand every night but I don’t always get to use it.  

Is there anyone that encouraged you to read? 

R: When I was younger I used to share a room with my sister and I would be always looking at her 

huge pile of books that went from one end of the room to the other. 

And Ava I presume it was your Dad that encouraged you? 

A:  Yes it was 

Do you have a favourite book, even from primary school? 

A: Obviously Enid Blyton and I always get back to the Twilight series when I’m on holiday.   

R: The Selection and the Cherub series.  I’ve read them from Cluny Library and they got me into 

reading more.  

What would you say to students who don’t like to read at all?  

A:  I feel like you only get to enjoy reading when you find the right book 

R: I agree with Ava too.  Just pick up a book and start reading and if you don’t like it, put it down and 

pick up another and keep doing this till you find the right book 

Ok.  Thank you girls.  


