
 

 

 

 

I would like to give you a warm welcome to the 

Spring Edition of the Cluny Library Newsletter.   

When I wander into a bookshop I love to get lost 

in the ray of books, reading the blurbs, checking 

out the best sellers and seeing what type of books 

staff would recommend.  I will admit I do tend to 

look at the cover (although this isn’t always a fair 

way to judge a book) and I’ll always read the first 

few pages – if I’m not hooked I’ll put it down and 

choose another.  While I buy all my books for 

Cluny Library online, in some sense, it’s like 

browsing for books in a virtual bookshop.  Except 

rather than picking a book for myself to read, I 

need to find books that staff and students might 

enjoy.  For students I do my best to choose 

books that would cover different reading levels 

and a variety of reading tastes.  I am fortunate 

that a number of students have come to the 

library and have recommended books to me.  

Receiving these recommendations is to me the 

best way of choosing books because it is likely, if 

these students enjoyed the books – other 

students will also.  I also find 

www.goodreads.com  very good.  This website 

shows a very good rating system for books and it 

also recommends books of a similar nature. I also 

have a collection of mature books both for staff 

and senior students who requested I stock more 

mature books in the library.  Buying books is part 

of my job I really enjoy.  I love when a new batch 

of books comes in and I hope everyone within 

the school community – staff and students alike – 

get something positive out of the books they 

read in Cluny Library.   Ms Dillon.  
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B O O K  

C L U B S   

1st Year 

The Thief Lord 

The Knife of Never 

Letting Go 

 

2nd Year 

Various Books 

 

3rd Year 

The Book Thief 

 

4th Year 

The Book Thief 

 

5th Year 

The Great Gatsby 

 

6th Year 

The Great Gatsby 

World Book Day took place on Thursday 6th March.  

It’s purpose is to promote reading for pleasure 

among young people.  To celebrate it in Cluny I 

distributed World Book Day tokens to each student 

which gave them €1.50 off any book they purchased.  

Hopefully it encouraged some students to go out 

and buy new books.  I also distributed baby pictures 

of staff and showed what books they were reading.  

Students had to guess what staff member was 

reading what book.  According to World Book Day 

resources “Reading for pleasure not only creates a 

love of reading in young people, but makes a huge 

contribution to their educational attainment” plus: 

 

 

The institute of Education’s 2013 study into the 

role of reading found that: 

Children who read for pleasure are likely 

to do significantly better at school than 

their peers. 

Reading for pleasure has the strongest 

effect on children’s vocabulary 

development, but the impact on spelling 

and maths is also significant. 

Children who read for pleasure make 

more progress in maths, vocabulary and 

spelling between the ages of 10 and 16 

than those who rarely read. 

Source: (http://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/World-Book-Day-Resource-Pack-for-Secondary-Schools-

Ireland-copy.pdf ) 

When I think of all the books still left for me to 

read, I am certain of further happiness.  

~Jules Renard 

http://www.goodreads.com
http://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/World-Book-Day-Resource-Pack-for-Secondary-Schools-Ireland-copy.pdf
http://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/World-Book-Day-Resource-Pack-for-Secondary-Schools-Ireland-copy.pdf
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The worst way to 
read, he said, is 
with the thought 
that you do not 
have enough time. 
The only way to 
read is in the 
knowledge that 
there is an infinite 
amount of time 
stretching ahead, 
and that if one 
wishes to taste 
only a few 
sentences per day 
one is free to do 
so.  
~ G a b r i e l 
Josipovici, Moo Pak  

Book Bites: 20 Second Interview  
With Ms Lambert 

What are you reading right now? 

The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd 

What was your favourite book as a teenager ? 

Jane Eyre  by Charlotte Brontë  

If you had to choose between books or TV what would you choose? 

Books   -   old school is cool! 

What are the three books you would take with you on a desert island? 

1. Wilderness Survival for Dummies.  Smith & Halsett 

2. The Complete Works of Shakespeare 

3. Isn’t it well for ye?  The Book of Irish Mammies.  C. O’Regan 

On a scale of one to ten how much of a bookworm are you?    

A strong 9 but hope to make the 10 mark when I finish Ulysses! 

So if I say book what’s the first word that comes into your head? 

Bliss! 

C L U N Y  L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

Book Review:  The Book Thief 

By Ms Gale 
Firstly, I’d like to explain the reason I decided to read this book. The film was coming out. I always like 

to read a book before seeing it on the big screen. That way I have a picture in my own mind of what 

the writer was trying to convey, rather than the adaptation by someone else. Sometimes the movie 

disappoints, usually not. But I am always glad to have read it first.  

Also, the book came well recommended as a good read. 

The book begins in a light hearted tone despite the fact it is narrated by Death. Understandably, as this 

novel is set in the late 1930’s and early 1940’s in Nazi Germany, Death is very busy. We are consoled, 

however, by a very genial version of Death who claims “I will carry you gently away”, 

Liesel steals her first book from a gravedigger, after the tragic death of her brother, on a train journey 

with her mother to foster parents she has never met before. Now if that sentence doesn’t put you off 

reading the book you are either very hard hearted very cynical, or very brave. Be brave it will be worth 

it!  

Her life in a small town called Molching, outside Munich, becomes very real as we meet the various 

characters in her new life: her accordion playing stepfather, her foulmouthed stepmother, her best 

friend Rudy, Max the Jew hidden in the basement and the mayor’s wife who has a library in her home – 

such temptation for a book thief! 

Throughout the book we are transported through all the emotions one might expect during war torn 

Germany, with Death forever hovering in the background. We feel sadness, despair, anger and horror. 

But we are also lifted by the occasional triumph over adversity, by the humorous antics of Liesel and 

Rudy, and by the love Liesel is shown by many of the people who surround her. However, just when it 

looks like things may be becoming bearable, Death provides us with a warning and we are back to 

waiting, with heart in mouth. 

This book is has had many reviews, both positive and negative. Myself, I would consider it an 

experience, a worthwhile one. I may never get to see film. If I do I will be well prepared (with tissues) 

but if I don’t, I am very grateful that I read the book. 



 

1st Years light up the library at Christmas 
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Numeracy Week in the Library 

C L U N Y  L I B R A R Y  N E W S  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The time of year had come again 

when first years did their 

Christmas performance in the 

library and what a wonderful 

performance it was.  It was based 

on Hans Christian Anderson’s – 

The Little Match Girl but with a few 

little twists.    Úna Nolan (1Y), 

Orla Kelly (1X) and Clodagh 

Byrne (1Y) opened the show by 

singing a beautiful rendition of A 

Winter Wonderland.  Perhaps with 

the snow-capped roofs on the 

bookshelves and bits of snow 

dotted around the library students 

and staff alike felt transported to 

their own little winter  

wonderland.  Ms O’Connor’s class 

(1Y) acted out two poems, both  

 

 

 

 

 

written by William Topaz 

McGonagall.  The first was A Tale 

of Christmas Eve.  This poem is a 

heart-warming tale of a poor boy 

(played by Dani Carr) who was 

trying to sell Plaster of Paris 

figures in Berlin in 1850.  At first 

no one takes pity on him but when 

he drops his figures a kindly 

woodcutter gives him a coin and 

encourages all passers-by to be 

generous. Everyone was touched 

by the performance and it was a 

lovely lead into their next poem, 

The Little Match Girl.  This poem 

was the retelling of the story by 

Hans Christian Anderson.   It’s a 

poignant poem where the poor 

little match girl (played by Úna 

Nolan) dies under some falling 

snow.  Ms McEvoy’s class (1W) then 

took to the stage with their own 

modern version of The Little Match 

Girl.   Molly Burke played a very 

convincing performance of a poor 

girl trying to sell some fire-lighters.   

Traditionally the story would end 

with the poor girl dying; however 

this drama had a nice twist.  The 

Little Match Girl was welcomed into a 

family home with a nice warm fire.  

Ms Connaughton’s class (1X) ended 

the performance with a delightful 

song.  With some actions and much 

to the amusement of the audience 

the class sang Cluny Bells – a Cluny 

Version of jingle bells.  The show 

was attended by Ms White, Ms 

Lambert, teachers, Sisters of Cluny 

and TY students and it ended with a 

rapturous applause. I would like to 

give a sincere thank you to Ms 

McEvoy, Ms O’Connor and Ms 

Connaughton for the wonderful 

work they did.  I hope the theme 

helped everyone watching to think 

of others less fortunate than 

themselves.   

“A five star 

performance” 

Áine Dawdry 

 

“Magnificent” 

Ms White 

 

“Absolutely 

Amazing” 

Ms Lambert 

As well as literacy, numeracy is an important life skill.  According to the National Strategy to Improve Literacy and  Numeracy Among 

Children and Young People:  2011 to 2020, various studies have shown “that many students in Irish schools are not developing 

literacy and numeracy skills to the best of their abilities”.   I organised a Numeracy Week in the library from 27th February to the 

7th March.   Examples of some of the activities that students could partake in were: calculating basketball stats, estimating the 

number of sweets in a jar, measuring the size of the school and calculating the cost of a recipe.  There was also an exhibition, of 

which there was a quiz, a giant chess set in the library, Cluny lotto and a Harry Potter Venn Diagram. To encourage students to 

take part, I had a number of small prizes available such as mini-radios, ear phones, pencils, bookmarks, electronic book lights etc. 

To win a prize a student had to partake in an activity.  When they had the activities completed they could draw a capsule from a 

raffle drum.  Each capsule had a prize listed in it and students could claim their prize from the behind the desk.  The idea of the 

raffle drum was to add a little fun to the week and hopefully students will have learnt something along the way.  

A great novel is a kind 

of conversion 

experience. We come 

away from it changed. 

Katherine Patterson 



Library Chat: with Tara Keenan 4N 
How much do you like reading? 

If you mean from one to ten it would be ten 

 

Have you always liked reading? 

Yes 

 

And what would have influenced you? 

My parents, my mum and dad love reading and my brothers, who are younger than me love reading as well.  Dad always has a 

different book in his hand. 

 

What are you reading now? 

I’ve started the Heist Society series which is really good and I’m also reading Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet.  That’s good, that 

start was good anyway 

 

So are you able to read a few books at once? 

Yes I can read multiply books at a time and I can always distinguish between the stories. 

 

I have to say I tend to only read one book at a time.  So how do you choose your books? 

I love dystopian thrillers or books set in the future.  When I was in first, second and third year I really enjoyed teenage romance.  I 

also like books that are similar to what I’ve read before.  However, now I want to vary a little and get - not necessarily adult - but 

more mature books.  I still love City of Bones and all those books.   

 

Have you ever not finished a book? 

Yes I’ll get the feeling at the start of the book if I like it or not.  But there are only about four books that I haven’t finished 

 

How long would you give before you decided to not finish a book? 

I’d read about the first three chapters 

 

Would you tend to only choose a type of book that would interest you? 

Yes.  When I ‘m in a bookshop I’d take so much time maybe 20 minutes to choose one book? 

 

So would you take risks when choosing a book, for example would you pick something different to your usual type of 

books? 

Not when I’m buying a book.  I hate to spend money on a book and then not enjoy it.  But maybe I would if I was picking a book 

from a library.  

 

How often would you read? 

I read every-day.  It depends on the book, if I really like it I could finish it in a day. 

 

What are your favourite books? 

The Divergent series and Finding Sky series.  Divergent was recommended by a friend and my cousin recommended Finding Sky.  

They’re really good. 

 

What advice would you give to students who don’t read? 

To read.  It helps a lot with English and spelling.  A lot of my friends stopped reading last year because of study but I’ve always found 

it helpful.  It’s good for winding down and it helps you get away from the study. 

Movies and Books 
One of the things I’ve noticed in Cluny Library is that if a book is made into a movie, 

around the time and before it is shown in the cinema, the popularity of the book 

increases.  ‘The Hunger Games’ series is a prime example.  Catching Fire the second in 

the series  was screened in cinemas last November and around that time more 

students came into the library to borrow the books.  Despite the criticism about the 

movie, The City of Bones from The Mortal Instrument Series by Cassandra Clare has been 

one of the most popular books in the library.  Divergent by Veronica Roth is being 

released in March which is the first in a series of three books.  It has become so 

popular there’s now a waiting list.  I have ordered extra copies of both Mortal 

Instrument and Divergent books to ensure as many students get to read the books as 

possible.   If movies can help books become popular then I can’t wait for the next good 

book to be made into a movie.   


